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SYNETIQ BMW new recruit Andrew Irwin had been counting down the days to get his first glimpse of BMW 
Motorrad’s maiden M-Power motorcycle – in the form of their all-new M1000RR [‘M double R’] when it 
arrived just last week at the TAS Racing workshop.

02@synetiqbmw

For now, Dyno room ear mufflers would replace 
Andrew’s distinctive racing branded Shoei 
helmet, and it would be pre-season team-wear 
and designer trainers instead of Dainese leathers 
and boots – as he played the star role during a 
launch promo video of the ‘M Double R’ at team 
HQ in Northern Ireland.

A quick stab of the starter button, fired the bike into 
life, leaving Andrew to watch the M-Sport logo rise 
on the full colour TFT dash, followed by the ‘throaty 
bark’ from the new M RR engine configuration. 

Locked into the TAS Racing Dyno wasn’t 
exactly how Andrew may have envisaged his 
first experience of the M RR, but as he ran 
it through the rev-range and up through the 
gears, the unique sound of BMW’s improved 
in-line four-cylinder masterpiece, connected to 
an Akrapovič exhaust system then out into the 
world via a carbon-tipped titanium end can… 
did put a rather large smile on his face. 

The real deal is still to come when this race-
bred machine, complete with BMW M-Power 
DNA lands at the opening round of this 
season’s British Superbike Championship in 
SYNETIQ BMW livery. But for now, the affable 
Ulsterman was satisfied to be sat astride, what 
will become, his new racing machine in just a 
few weeks’ time.

As soon As you see the new 

bike you know it’s been 

mAde for rAcing. it’s the Added gAins 

thAt bmw hAve implemented with the 

m rr And even the wings... whAt’s not 

to like About them. it reAlly is A 

fAntAstic looking mAchine.

https://www.synetiqbmw.com
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  The current lockdown restrictions have 
enforced an extended embargo on all racing 
and testing activity for the British Superbike 
paddock. We asked Andrew how that has 
affected him personally. 

Andrew: We had hoped to get away to Spain 
testing on a converted S1000RR road bike 
in November, which would have been nice, 
but we have been sensible as a team and 
respected the Covid restrictions. It’s not 
just about the people in the team, but those 
people who we would all have been coming 
home to outside of racing. So, as I say, that 
needed to be respected and other people’s 
health considered. 

On the positive side, it’s just made me more 
eager to go testing and get to know what the 
bike feels like and prepare for racing. Lockdown 
has been really tough for a lot of people, so we 
have to put things into perspective. 

I’m fortunate on a personal level, in that I’m 
in a good place with how I feel and also on a 
professional work level environment with my 
new team in SYNETIQ BMW. We just must be 
patient and keep working in the background. 
It will open up soon and when it does, I’m 
ready to get started.

  What would you say was the biggest 
challenge moving from Supersport to 
Superbike in 2018? 

Andrew: I joined Superbike in the middle of 
a racing season. One weekend I was at Brno 
riding World Supersport and the next weekend 
I was at Snetterton to ride a factory Superbike. 
I actually raced Supersport on the Sunday and 
on the Monday, I tested at Knockhill in Scotland 
on the Superbike for the first time. People talk 
about the outright speed of a Superbike but 
that wasn’t the issue for me, it was getting the 
heavier Superbike stopped from that higher 
speed under braking for a corner. That was the 
first thing that I noticed. It was going to be the 
biggest challenge stepping off a Supersport 
bike and my shoulders were aching as I wasn’t 
as physically prepared to ride a Superbike as I 
am now. That all comes from experience.

we just must be pAtient 
And keep working in the 

bAckground. it will open up 
soon And when it does, i’m reAdy 
to get stArted.

1  
The quiet life relaxing at 
home with his girlfriend 
Sian is something 
Andrew cherishes when 
he isn’t racing.

2  
Riding his bike in the 
County Antrim hills is 
great training and offers 
valuable head space for 
Andrew. 

1
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Andrew: Last year [2020] was my first year with Ian 
Young and he took me up a level for sure. I was quite 
late to the whole training environment if I’m honest. Back 
in 2016/17, all it really entailed for me was riding my 
bicycle. I didn’t do anything other than that as I was riding 
in the Supersport class and it worked okay. So when I 
started with Ian Young my overall fitness base was quite 
low. Now after twelve months on his programme it’s 

quite high but there’s been a lot of hard work. I just have 
to maintain that now. The 2021 base he is working on 
for me will take me a step higher again and not just with 
physical fitness, your mind also needs to be sharp. I do 
some other bits and pieces along with Ian’s programme 
to develop that end of things, so I know going into 
2021 I’m as well prepared as I can be both mentally and 
physically.

  You’ve been training with Ian Young Fitness, a former Northern Ireland professional footballer and kickboxer – how 
has that been going? 

2
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Motocross is an escape from the day job but still two-wheel action and good training

The perks of being a factory BMW rider includes the use of some amazing four-wheel machinery from the German manufacturer
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   Your father Alan was a successful racer, and no doubt 
offers sound father-son advice, but you have another 
racing mentor in established MotoGP ace Cal Crutchlow. 
How beneficial has that been in your development?

Andrew: What Cal has taught me is not only to work hard 
but also to work smart; that’s with diet and everything in 
a racer’s life and how best to prepare – like not just being 
supert fit going into round one, but maintaining a level of 
fitness all season. He gives me a lot of motivation and the 
things we discuss and the advice he gives on all levels, I 
keep private but yeah… it has been very beneficial for sure.

I do also speak to my Dad for advice on certain things, 
but he doesn’t get too involved on a racing weekend, 
preferring to stay in the background. He has my best 
interests at heart, as you would expect, and my bother 
Graeme [2017 British Motocross MX1 Champion] is also 
another who will offer sound advice. 

My brother Glenn and I are close, but as team-mates 
previously and obvious championship rivals in BSB, we do 
not discuss that side of things. But people tend to forget 
sometimes, first-and-foremost we are brothers and not 
rivals 24/7. All in all, I have a good mix of people around 
me and my girlfriend Sian obviously hears it first at home, 
when I let it all out! Certain people for certain things are 
how I would define it. It works well.

  How do you switch off away from racing?

Andrew: Away from racing it’s quite simple, I love to 
switch off from bikes as much as I can. I love a bit of 
sunshine and we all miss that, but I’m not a drinker, so at 
home it’s a nice meal, a movie and kick-back and relax; 
then on a Sunday a cycle with Sian or a bit of surfing in 
the better weather.   

Motocross is an escape from the day job but still two-wheel action and good training

Time to attack another hill on the pushbike...

my brother glenn And i Are 
close, but As teAm-mAtes 

previously And obvious chAmpionship 
rivAls in bsb, we do not discuss thAt 
side of things. but people tend to 
forget sometimes, first-And-foremost 
we Are brothers And not rivAls 24/7.

https://www.synetiqbmw.com


   How important is the calibre of your team-mate?

Andrew: For me it’s very important to have a high-quality 
team-mate. Having Danny Buchan this year will be great at 
SYNETIQ BMW, but I’ve had competitive team-mates every 
year in Superbike. Obviously Glenn was very competitive in 
2018 and 2020 as my team-mate and in 2019, which was 
my first full season in the class, Xavi Forés came in as an 
experienced former Grand Prix and World Superbike rider. I 
wasn’t expected to beat him in the championship but that’s 
what I did. That old fashioned ‘first rule in racing’ is to beat 
your team-mate and for me that is two-fold: I not only want 
to beat my team-mate but also my brother on track!

But on the positive side, especially with a new bike in the 
M RR, having someone like Danny on the other side of the 
garage is great, as he’s strong at pretty much all the BSB 
tracks. We’ve had some great battles in the past and some 
very close races. I do feel there are tracks that I can learn 
a lot from him – especially the tight and twisty ones like 
Cadwell, Knockhill and Oulton – so after Free Practice 1 I’ll 
be getting a look at his data for sure.

2

1
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   And finally, 2021 will only be your third full season in 
BSB, at what point did you roll out onto pitlane and feel, 
‘This is it, I’m now established in this class’? 

Andrew: If I’m honest I don’t think there are many riders that 
you can class as established, if you are talking successfully 
established, as in, being on the podium almost every 
weekend. Josh Brookes and Jason O’Halloran for sure 
and maybe TAZ [Mackenzie], but I feel I still need to crack 
that. Yes I’ve won four races in BSB and been on podiums 
and feel I’ve done a decent job, but I now want to be on 
podiums every weekend and challenging for race wins at 
those tracks. 

That’s why I’ve come to TAS Racing to ride the SYNETIQ 
BMW M RR, which is a factory BMW supported effort. 
I’ve seen first-hand the passion of the guys at TAS Racing, 
starting with Philip Neill when we met to discuss joining 
the team. He wants to get back to winning, the guys in the 
team want the same… that inspired me. I’m very self-critical 
and hard on myself. I always have been. If we can achieve 
that podium consistency this season – only then I will class 
myself as an established BSB rider.” 

In closing he added: “We need to start with a good 
foundation and build the season ‘brick by brick’ and when 
the business-end arrives with the Showdown, we want to 
be in there fighting for major honours at SYNETIQ BMW. 

I’m not going to sit here and tell you how I’m going to do it… 
I want to tell you at the end of the season, how we did it.”    

 1  
Looking sharp in his Dainese leathers 

 2  3  
Andrew enjoys preparing and riding the family motocross 
track at his parents’ home in County Antrim

3
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2021
OFFICIAL 
TEAMWEAR
COMING SOON . . . 

Pantone References:

Pantone References 
for fashion and home:
14-0452TPX

Dread logo to appear on white and black

Single colour Dread logo to appear on colours

Dread Branding Guidelines 2015

https://dread.cc
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// SPONSOR FOCUS// SPONSOR FOCUS

For the second year running, Devitt Insurance Services will 
be an official partner of the SYNETIQ BMW team and we are 
looking forward to running some joint promotions with the 
knowledgeable biking team there. 

We take a closer look at the company whose knowledge and expertise of the 
motorcycle industry dates back 85 years. 

The Devitt story begins back in 1936 with an enterprising man by the name 
of Howsen Fougler Devitt, the grandson of Thomas Henry Devitt, who co-
founded the highly-successful shipping company Devitt and Moore some 100 
years earlier in 1836. Howsen was carving a career as an insurance broker at 
Lloyd’s of London when he spotted an opportunity in the motorcycle market 
that was pioneering in its conception. 

He came up with an innovative scheme to insure motorcycles directly through 
motorcycle dealers, meaning that motorcyclists could buy their bike and ride 
it away the very same day, rather than waiting for insurance cover to kick in. 
The scheme quickly became a success for bikers of the day. 

Over the last 85 years, the company’s roots and aim has remained the same. 
Devitt is a specialist motorcycle insurance broker, using a panel of leading 
UK underwriters and insurers to help riders find the right insurance for their 
machine, whether that’s a modified custom bike, an agreed-value classic 
bike, a sports bike or scooter or a multi-bike collection. 

With a Devitt insurance policy, you’re not just getting cover for your bike, 
you’re getting years of knowledge, experience and care; a policy tailored to 
your machine and a true understanding of how much that machine means 
to you. With customer service that is second to none, the Devitt team will 
ensure you’re buying only what you want and need, whether that’s a simple, 
cheap insurance or a full package with all the optional extras. Either way, you’ll 
get cover that represents real value for money. 

Devitt’s rich history in motorcycling doesn’t stop at its core business. The 
company has long been actively involved in many aspects of the motorcycling 
world through sponsorship of racers, race teams and events. From Barry 
Sheene riding a Devitt Insurance-liveried machine at the 1971 Isle of Man 
TT to the company’s current sponsorship of the DMOL x Devitt flat track 
team and, of course, SYNETIQ BMW, Devitt is engrained in the two-wheeled 
world. The company is also no stranger to BMW Motorrad itself, as the 
manufacturer’s official insurance scheme provider.

Alongside its support of top-tier talent, the company invests at a grass roots 
level, supporting young racers in all types of racing. Devitt also has a hand in 
motorcycling events large and small, including title sponsorship of the MCN 
Festival of Motorcycling, as well as an ongoing partnership with the iconic 
Bike Shed venue in London. 

In short, Devitt is not just a motorcycle insurance specialist, it’s a company 
completely embedded in the motorcycle world with a real understanding 
of what it means to be a motorcycle enthusiast. As such, there is no better 
company to insure your pride and joy. 

To get a quote today visit:
www.devittinsurance.com

http://www.devittinsurance.com
https://www.synetiqbmw.com
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SNETTERTON
TEST TOUR 2

TUESDAY 4 MAY -
WEDNESDAY 5 MAY
THURSDAY 6 MAY

DONINGTON PARK

TUESDAY 8 JUNE
TEST TOUR 4

(NAT.)

OULTON PARK

WEDNESDAY 19 MAY
TEST TOUR 3

(INT.)

DONINGTON PARK

13 - 15 AUGUST
ROUND 5

2021

(NAT.)

SNETTERTON

3 - 5 SEPTEMBER
ROUND 7

2021
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9 - 11 JULY
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2021

THRUXTON

30 JULY - 1 AUG
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2021
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20 - 22 AUGUST
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2021

OULTON PARK

25 - 27 JUNE
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(INT.)

BRANDS HATCH

23 - 25 JULY
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10 - 12 SEPTEMBER
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2021

(GP.)

BENNETTSBSB25  BENNETTSBSB25  BENNETTSBSB25

SILVERSTONE

WEDNESDAY 28 APRIL
THURSDAY 29 APRIL

TEST TOUR 1

(NAT)
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