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FROM HAIRPIN
TO HIGHSTREET
THE NEW BMW S 1000 RR
The RR gives new meaning to the word performance. With an all-new four-cylinder engine with BMW
ShiftCam, Dynamic Damping Control, Dynamic Traction Control, improved ergonomics and weighing
just 197 kg (193.5 kg with the M package)*, the RR masterfully brings a whopping 207 hp/152 kW to
the track and gets excitement revving to the max. The new RR: now available for the first time with
the new M package. Find out more at bmw-motorrad.co.uk
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// WELCOME

ALMOST TIME… TO START YOUR ENGINES!
Philip Neill - SYNETIQ BMW TEAM PRINCIPAL
Welcome to issue three of the TAS Racing/SYNETIQ BMW
online magazine Full Gas. Normally by the time we get to
July we have three or four rounds of BSB completed and
the North West 200 and Isle of Man TT are behind us, but 2020 will
certainly be a ‘year of firsts’ for us all.
Thankfully we can now look ahead to the opening rounds of the
British Superbike Championship in just a few weeks’ time at
Donington Park in August [7/8/9], and since the last issue, we’ve
also been able to get out on track – so things are moving in the right
direction.
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ISSUE 03 - JULY 2020
06

BRAD RAY BSB is back!

12

CAMERON DONALD’S 2008 TT double

22

BSB RESTART with Series Director Stuart Higgs
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Motorsport Director
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TAS RACING HISTORY BIKES - PART 1

Speaking of the TT, in this issue we’ve chatted at length to Cameron
Donald, who recorded two memorable wins with TAS Racing at the
Isle of Man TT back in 2008. Cam has remained a close friend of the
team and ironically, is now doing some work with BMW Motorrad in
his native Australia, as well as excelling with his TV punditry.
As this is our 20th Anniversary year, we decided to feature eight
of the bikes that formed part of our success story during that
period. Quite a bit of work went into, not only getting the bikes
all to one location – and a big thanks must go to the people at
Springhill House, Moneymore, for allowing us to use the fabulous
National Trust ‘shoot location’ – but also digging up all the relevant
information and images. It was well worth it, and we hope you enjoy
reading some TAS Racing history.
Looking ahead, with Government restrictions
being relaxed in certain areas week-on-week,
we at TAS Racing and SYNETIQ BMW hope to
welcome you, the fans, to a British Superbike
Championship race meeting very soon. In the
meantime, stay safe and healthy.

Ph ili p

fullgas@tasbmw.com
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR:
Paul Lindsay
DESIGN & PRODUCTION:
Katie Ward
CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHERS:
BMW Global Press
Double Red Photography
Stephen Davison
TAS Archives
Dave Kneen

@synetiqbmw
CONTRIBUTORS:
Philip Neill
Matt Roberts
James Wright
Stuart Higgs
Phil Wain
SYNETIQ
Jack Constantine

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

REGULAR FEATURES
ISSUE 03 - JULY 2020
36

SYNETIQ
Getting to know our title sponsor - Part 03

38

WHAT STANDS IN THE WAY BECOMES THE WAY
by Matt Roberts

40

SPONSOR FOCUS Featuring K&N

FULL GAS is published by SYNETIQ BMW in association with TAS Racing.

www.synetiqbmw.com

fullgas@tasbmw.com

@synetiqbmw

03

04

FULL GAS / EDITION #03

FULLGAS
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

// THROUGH THE LENS
The brief was to capture Brad looking
comfortable on his new SYNETIQ BWM.
These would be the first images of
him in full livery.
Gerrards is a very-long sweeping
corner at Mallory Park, which I know
really well as we run most of our
Trackside Photography training days
there. The obvious choice would
have been to get the classic head on
shot. As I was walking to my position,
I noticed this shot from behind and
even though the barrier position and
the speed through the corner made it
a challenge, I knew it would be worth
the effort. He had only done a handful
of laps on his new bike, so I would say
he looks pretty comfortable.

Photographer
James Wright
Double Red
Description
Bradley Ray
Mallory Park (Gerrards)
Camera
Canon EOS 1DX Mk2
Lens
Canon 500mm f4
1/640 f5.6 iso 400
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BRI T ISH SUPERBIK E RIDER

SYNETIQ BMW new recruit Bradley Ray has
waited patiently for his first taste of
competitive action aboard the TAS Racing prepared
BMW S1000RR Superbike. Tests in Northern Ireland
pre-lockdown and just this week [JuLY 7] at Mallory
Park will account for two-thirds of his pre
season preparation, prior to the upcoming British
Superbike season, which finally gets underway at
Donington Park on August 7/8/9th.
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// RIDER FEATURE

BRAD RAY #28

BRITISH SUPERBIKE RIDER
The series has been condensed into just six rounds due to the Covid-19
pandemic worldwide sporting embargo, but with an extra race per weekend,
BSB fans will still be treated to 18 bar-bashing encounters, live on Eurosport
during August, September and October.
We caught up with Brad straight off the back of his Mallory Park test, to
discuss his new team, and more importantly, the all-important connection
with the TAS Racing prepared SYNETIQ BMW Motorrad S1000RR Superbike.

“I’ve spun a lot of laps around Mallory in the past, so I was able to benchmark the
SYNETIQ BMW here and what we’ve seen is very positive. We can look ahead now
to the official BSB test at Donington Park later this month, then on to the start of the
racing season there at the beginning of August with optimism,” Brad explained.
Having had a shakedown test with the SYNETIQ BMW squad back in March, and almost
getting frozen out in Northern Ireland right at the mouth of the Government lockdown,
Brad, like his racing peers, was left to configure a home training programme during the
months of April, May and June.
“It was the same for everyone I suppose although a bit strange,” he said. “The good
weather helped keep everyone motivated and I just got into a routine of cycling indoors
on Zwift and training at home. Since the restrictions have been lifted a little I was able to
cycle outside again and ride motocross and pit-bikes, as well as adding in some other
bits and pieces. I just made the best of the situation and cracked on with it. But it’s
great to now finally be counting down the days to the first round,” he smiled.
Having only ever ridden one-make of machinery in his first three seasons of Superbike
racing, we were keen to hear how he compared the change of manufacturer, and team,
for the upcoming campaign.
“I gelled with the BMW package straight away. I felt more natural on the bike immediately,
even though I am getting to know a new team and obviously have only ever ridden one
brand of Superbike before this. It was a case of finally getting to compare strengths and
weaknesses of different machinery and without just doing a PR job, the SYNETIQ BMW
S1000RR felt so strong in every department. I really did feel comfortable straight away,
which was very nice.”
He added: “When you’ve only ever ridden one Superbike, you ask yourself, ‘is this what
a Superbike is supposed to be doing? Or should it be different?’ especially when you
are struggling in certain areas. So when I jumped on the BMW, it was a case of, ‘oh
this is what I was missing’. Straight away it felt like I’d made a step forward and that
was before we made any significant changes to the bike, to really dial in what I need
personally from the chassis, to get the very best from it.”
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I’m here to win
races and stand on
podiums and be competitive
and consistent. That hasn’t
changed. There’s always
work to do, but I think
from what I’ve seen so
far with the package,
we can compete with
the Ducatis.
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USING THAT POSITIVE START AS A PLATFORM, DESPITE HAVING
HAD LIMITED MILEAGE DUE TO THE RESTRICTIONS PUT IN PLACE
BY COVID-19, WHERE DO YOU SEE YOURSELF IN THOSE OPENING
RACES THIS SEASON?
“I’m here to win races and stand on podiums and be competitive and
consistent. That hasn’t changed. There’s always work to do, but I
think from what I’ve seen so far with the package, we can compete
with the Ducatis.”
Explaining himself he added: “I thought that even on the 2019
specification BMW when I first tested in Northern Ireland before
lockdown. So the new 2020 specification bike with continued
development, the new stronger engine and the upgraded parts, will
help us get even closer and be more consistent at the sharp end.”

DURING YOUR FIRST THREE SEASONS IN THE BRITISH
SUPERBIKE CHAMPIONSHIP YOU HAVE SHOWN PERIODS OF
BRILLIANCE, BUT ALSO SEEM TO HAVE STRUGGLED IN CERTAIN
AREAS. IT’S A TOUGH CHAMPIONSHIP, GRANTED, BUT NOW HAVING
RIDDEN THE BMW, ALBEIT WITH LIMITED TRACK TIME, HAVE YOU
BEGUN TO IDENTIFY, WHERE AND HOW TO PRODUCE A MORE
LINEAR GRAPH IN TERMS OF RESULTS IN THAT HIGHER TIER?
“I don’t want to be disrespectful, but on my previous Superbike,
I found it very difficult to find a solid base setting. For me that’s
where you lose time on race weekends and it certainly played a part
in some of the weaker rounds for me. The BMW gave me a good
confident feeling straight away. The small changes that we made
throughout the tests, I was able to feel the bike react to them, which
is what you need to happen. This helps you understand the direction
you are going, whether right or wrong and builds confidence.”

www.synetiqbmw.com

fullgas@tasbmw.com

@synetiqbmw
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As much as it’s down to
six rounds, we do have 18
races in total, which is a pretty
decent championship size.
It will all be about racking up
points and being consistent from
the start

1
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THE CHANGE ALSO INVOLVED A NEW TEAM FOR YOU…
“Yeah I felt relaxed straight away with the boys and it
was nice to fly over to Northern Ireland and spend a few
days with everyone on track and also in the evenings
having dinner and some down time.
I was with my previous team for three years and like
everyone, you get stuck in your ways and wonder
what it will be like with a new set-up. It was nice to
have a fresh start. It was the right time for it and I was
motivated to give 100% from the first test in everything
I did. I felt I was getting the same back from the boys,
which is really encouraging and made for an enjoyable
trip.”
SO SIX ROUNDS, THREE RACES PER WEEKEND
AND NO SHOWDOWN THIS SEASON. WHAT’S THE
KEY TO SUCCESS FOR BRAD RAY?

2

“I’ve always wanted to do a straight through
conventional championship campaign in BSB. For me
I’ve always thought the Showdown doesn’t allow you to
fight to the end, even though it’s been very successful
for the series. As much as it’s down to six rounds,
we do have 18 races in total, which is a pretty decent
championship size. It will all be about racking up points
and being consistent from the start. It doesn’t matter
if you have a fifth or a sixth in a race, it’s all about
finishing and scoring points in all of the races, as they
all count this season to the championship. Doing that
and aiming to keep making improvements from round
to round will be key as a team.”
Assessing his rivals, he added: “I think last year’s
championship winning bike is very close to being as
good as it can be in terms of development, whereas
the BMW will make a big step forward with the
stronger engine and upgrades that we will be getting.
Last season, with a standard motor, the BMW did an
amazing job in BSB and also in world championship
and on the roads. So as I say, this year I expect us to be
as good as anything else out there.”

With Government restrictions on social distancing
being relaxed week-on-week, promoters MSVR will be
hoping, along with all the teams, that we can see race
fans flooding through the gates of the various venues
before too long. Fans are the lifeblood of any sporting
event and provide the atmosphere, but either way, the
Kent based 23-year-old will be motivated for success.
“It is going to be strange if we have no fans or reduced
numbers, but if that’s what it takes to be safe then we
all have to accept it,” said Brad. “Once the visor goes
down you’re focused on doing a job and trying to win;
everything else is blurred out, but hopefully before the
season is over we are back to normal and the fans are
back in larger numbers and we get to celebrate with
them.”
With only six rounds on the calendar, we’ve lost the likes
of Knockhill, Assen and Thruxton, but the SYNETIQ
BMW ace is happy with the promoter’s choice of
venues, some of which ironically, are his favourites on
the calendar.
“The rounds that the organisers have picked are
some of my favourites like Donington, Silverstone and
Brands, so that’s good. I enjoy most circuits to be fair
and I’m just super keen to get going now. I can’t wait
to roll out of pit lane on my SYNETIQ BMW for the first
session of the year in just a few weeks’ time.”

1

Observing and respecting the new protocol
due to Covid-19

2

Brad in action during a recent test at Mallory
Park on the SYNETIQ BMW

3

Gerty you’re going to have to get ‘new
f-leathers’ in team colours

3
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I’ve done a lot with BMW this past two years with the
adventure riding groups. In Australia it’s the fastest and
growing segment and BMW still hold the crown with that,
complimented by the GS range. Last year I got to go on the GS
Safari Enduro from Mildura to Alice Springs, which is a trip for the
most experienced of riders. It went up through central Australia, through
some of the big deserts and up to Alice Springs. That’s a part of Australia I’d
never seen as I’ve always been away racing, so to do that in an 80 strong group
of riders. That was epic actually. Some of the things you see and achieve in
those massive sand dunes; it is life changing. I really clicked with that and GS
owners are a special brand of people. You build the experience and they will
come and support it. They arrived from all over the world and after a hard day’s
riding, we would have a beer and discuss many things and of course the TT
would be part of that.
I was also at the BMW launch of the new RR in Portugal with BMW Australia at
Estoril. Ironically one of the manufacturers that I didn’t race for but have had
more to do with post racing career than any other brand. In Australia they are the
most pro-active brand. BMW is out there doing stuff, holding events like the RR
Experience at all the circuits and I got to demo the HP4 at every track.
Yeah I’ve done some really cool stuff with BMW and with my TAS Racing
connection it’s great to see my old team working with them also. I would love to
have been able to ride the S1000RR at the TT with all the new gismos and can
understand why the boys are able to do what they are doing on them now. Maybe
I’ll get invited to do a parade lap in 2021 on a SYNETIQ BMW for a TV feature…

In this month’s issue we feature former TAS Racing rider and double
TT winner Cameron Donald. Ironically he never rode BMW machinery
during his racing career, but has connected with the German marque
in various guises since his retirement, as he explained . . .

A ‘RELENTLESS’ ROAD RACING
C AMERON DONALD
WORDS: PAUL LINDSAY PHOTOS: STEPHEN DAVISON / PACEMAKER PRESS

Cameron Donald enjoyed a 13-year tenure in pure road racing, but the popular Australian
will always be remembered best, for his imperious Isle of Man TT double with TAS Racing
aboard Relentless Suzuki machinery back in 2008.
What made that Manx double all the more impressive, was that it came in only his third visit
to the TT Races, and but for an oil leak in the closing stages of the coveted Senior event, it
would have returned a hat-trick for the Victoria based Aussie.
“That’s racing,” as Donald nonchalantly explained, when we caught up during a recent
Zoom chat at his home down under, where he continues to carve out a career in the twowheel industry as a TV pundit, bike tester and celebrity tour guide. Some of which has been
conducted for BMW Motorrad in his native Australia.
After cutting his teeth in the Australian short circuit and Asian championships in the early
Millennium years, with some tangible success, an introduction to pure road racing came
via the Armco lined Macau Grand Prix. And it was while racing at the Guia Circuit, he got to
meet some of road racing’s top performers, where the seed for a trip to Europe and a certain
iconic little motorsport mad island in the Irish Sea was sown.
Beer in hand, relaxing on his sofa, Donald clicks back the years, then takes up the story…

Yeah I first got to know about the TT when I was
racing at Macau and got talking to John McGuinness
and Michael Rutter around 2002. Winning races and
being consistent in the Supersport class at Macau led
to a team giving me the opportunity to come and do
some BSB rounds in 2004. They were based in County
Antrim, so my first trip to the UK was ironically to
Northern Ireland.
I also got the chance to go and watch the TT that year, and once I saw it, I just thought
to myself, ‘I have to do this’. I made my debut in 2005 and did quite well, as the leading
newcomer; then I was back in Ireland doing the roads.”
Continuing the story, Donald said: “Racing and living in Northern Ireland felt very
comfortable. There were so many similarities to me living in a small village out of
Melbourne. Work hard and play hard, it was much the same. We were all on the same
level. I’ve always been one of those people who struggled with homesickness, big time,
and it was probably at the detriment to my career at times. But living in Northern Ireland
helped that, as I just clicked with the people.”
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AUSSIE

CAMERON IN ACTION AT THE MACAU GRAND PRIX
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In 2006 Cameron really did arrive in
terms of the International Road Racing
scene, with a strong second place in the
blue riband Senior TT. It was then that
the world was starting to sit up and take
notice, including a certain team manager
based in the rural County Tyrone village of
Moneymore.
“When I look back, apart from my wins,
that second place to John in the Senior TT
in just my second year in 2006 was pretty
special,” quipped the Aussie. “I actually
broke the existing lap record on one of
the laps to 128.55mph and looking back
I think, ‘what planet was I on!’ People say
I was reckless, but I felt I had it all under
control. Granted I did use every bit of the
road and got a buzz out of using the kerbs,”
he smiled; then laughed nervously at the
thought of it, with his hands clasping his
face, as he no doubt re-lived some heartin-mouth moments.
2007 was the TT’s Centenary year, a
milestone in the history of road racing’s
most iconic event, and a season when
the great and the good of the sport would
congregate on the Isle of Man in June. It was
a year that Donald would be conspicuous
by his absence, after a shoulder injury
sustained at the North West 200 just a
few weeks earlier would rule him out. A
product of his over-eagerness to impress,
but a lesson that would stand him in good
stead going forward later that year, when
TAS Racing and Philip Neill came calling.

“I was young and so hungry and motivated
for success,” he offered. “The thrill of real
road racing was like nothing else I’d ever
experienced and the passion of the fans…
wow! Combining that with the TT, which
was the most thrilling race I’d ever done;
from the minute I walked into the paddock,
TAS were one of those team where I just
thought, ‘one day I will ride for them’. I was
so full of confidence that it would happen,”
said Donald, whose opportunity would
arrive sooner than he anticipated.
“I was riding well and was fully motivated,
then I got hurt at the North West and missed
the Centenary TT in 2007. I’d been speaking
to Stevie Fleming [then TAS Racing engine
builder and tuner], before I had a meeting
with Philip [Neill]. At the time I knew I was
on my way up, but to join TAS Racing was
exciting. I got the opportunity to test, which
was amazing; then it was a case of, ‘come
on-board’ for 2008. I went back to Australia
absolutely buzzing.”
Speaking of team principal Philip Neill’s
influence on his career, Donald offered: “Philip
helped me a lot in those early years and
calmed me a little. I was trying to ‘kill dead
things’ and he was the first person to remind
me, that you can’t win every single race on
the roads and try to force it. He was also the
first person to sit me down and say: “leave
yourself a foot to the kerb. If there’s a last lap
and a win in it, then you’ve a little in reserve.” I
think his advice helped me become not only a
safer rider, but a stronger one also.”

When I look back, apart from my wins, that second
place to John in the Senior TT in just my second
year in 2006 was pretty special

2
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And so to the season that would be ‘the
year of the Aussie’ at the Isle of Man TT:
2008. A summer when he would join the
illustrious list of TT winners and open
up doors that remain ajar for the affable
Victoria resident to this very day. Number
one in the charts during TT Fortnight
was Rihanna’s ‘Take a Bow’ – a fitting
instruction for TAS Racing’s latest young
superstar. But how much of it does he still
remember, 12 years on?
“I remember it well as you can imagine.
The fog was coming in and I was worried
about them stopping that Superbike race.
I felt so good on the bike and everything
was under control. The GSX-R was so nice
to ride and I was thinking, ‘come on girl,
let’s get us home’. Crossing the line to take
the chequered flag was the most surreal
feeling and I still get goose bumps today
thinking about it.

FULLGAS
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Taking the chequered flag to
record his maiden TT victory in the
opening Superbike race in 2008
Sharing the TT podium and press
conference with team-mate Bruce
Anstey [right] and former TAS
Racing rider Adrian Archibald
The NW200 was an unlucky venue
for the Aussie

1

2

3
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Cookstown was regarded as ‘home from home’

Cameron working as a pundit for Australian TV on MotoGP

Family bike time: with wife Kaz and their two children, Lola & Joni

I remember when my first child was born, my mother said, ‘there isn’t
anything in this world that comes close’ and my reply was: “Well
mum...you have never won a TT!
“To race the TT and then win there; a place that I’d only ever heard
stories about from my Father, my Grandfather and my Great Uncle
– men that had ridden and raced themselves. Yes it may have
been at Club level, but they idolised the TT. My Dad tells me that
as a 16-year-old diesel mechanic riding his Velocette to work, up
the hills out of Warrandyte, he would envisage himself riding the
Mountain Mile.
None of these guys had ever got to go. They’d read about it and
watched it on TV, so for me to go there and put my name on
those famous trophies, for both my family and myself, is still the
greatest achievement of my life full stop. I was sitting in the race
truck afterwards just thinking, ‘wow I’ve won one now!’
I remember when my first child was born, my mother said, ‘there
isn’t anything in this world that comes close’ and my reply was:
“Well mum… you have never won a TT!” he laughed.
Paying tribute to his TAS Racing team and again recounting
the adrenalin fuelled feeling of TT success, he added: “The TT
is a team-race win. The amount of preparation on the bikes is
multiplied. You have pit stops and you cannot win that race unless
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you have the best mechanics there doing those jobs. You have
guys giving you pit signals around the course and the amount of
people involved in the win means you share those victories so
much more than any circuit race. It’s such a beautiful feeling. You
don’t just win, your crew wins with you and that’s why it’s just the
greatest race ever.”
The one that got away that year was the Senior TT, when Cameron’s
Superbike developed an oil leak after the engine casing bottomed
out on the tarmac through the infamous Barregarrow dip at warpspeed. Does he now look back and wish he’d maybe been a little
more mechanically sympathetic?
“To this day I do still think that. It’s up there! But you know what
– and I think it’s with age – I’m just so glad we grabbed second
place in the end, which got me the Joey Dunlop Trophy. How I
finished that race… you know me, I was counting the dollars,”
he laughed, before running us through the closing stages. “I
remember getting the pit boards and John was pulling away, but
I still had a decent gap on Hutchy and thought, ‘yeah I can bring
this home in second’. The big girl, she was still strong until the
end – even though she was leaking oil – to get us home.

On his way to TT Superbike Race victory through Tower Bends at the 2008 Isle of Man TT

It was a beautiful way to finish the fortnight. Every click that year
was a perfect fit and when I look back, I’m generally smiling. Every
person in the team that year is still a personal friend.”
With the highs of 2008, came the low of 2009, when a practice
crash ended Donald’s hopes of adding to his TT wins from twelve
months previous, and unbeknown to all involved, would signify
the beginning of the end in his relationship with TAS Racing at the
back end of 2010 – a season when he also got to ride the Suzuki
GSV-R MotoGP machine of Loris Capirossi in a TT parade lap.
“In 2009 I was more focused than ever and people were taking
notice, but there’s nowhere better to keep your feet on the ground
than Northern Ireland. The new bike was a big challenge, but when
we jumped back on the old girl and set that record lap [131.457mph]
on the Thursday night of practise, things were looking good for
Saturday’s Superbike TT. We were back in the groove. Of course
we went out on the Friday night on the Superstock bike right at the

end of practice to stretch a chain and bed in some brake pads. I
simply made a mistake and paid for it dearly,” he said of his crash
at Keppel Gate, which saw him dislocate his shoulder and suffer
a chipped vertebra.
“As you say that was the beginning of the end, but leaving the team
was so, so difficult as we had such a great relationship. I guess
when I look back in hindsight I felt I needed a new challenge. I
regret it in some ways, but you’re a rider and you don’t have a
crystal ball.”
Concluding he said: “The best thing is I’ve kept a good relationship
with the boys. We had a special connection and we achieved some
special results, not only with TAS but also with Suzuki.”
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Success story: Cameron and team-mate Bruce Anstey enjoyed a succesful partnership at TAS Racing
pictured with team owners Philip & Hector Neill

We didn’t know much about Cam before signing him
for 2008, although his pace in Irish National Road
Race events during 2006 and 2007 and that TT podium in
2006, clearly displayed his talent and it’s fair to say, he was
already on our radar.
Personally I have always had a huge respect
for Antipodean talent. Not only do they
produce some extremely gifted riders but
I also believe, it takes a very special desire
to move 10,000 miles from home to chase
your dreams – and this desire was clear with
Cameron the first time we met him.

WORDS

Philip Neill
PHOTOS

Stephen Davison /
Pacemaker Press
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Ironically, it became clear that Cam was
also keen to join TAS Racing and after
some initial conversation mid-way through
the previous season, it was a very easy
negotiation and we put an agreement in
place for 2008. I have always felt the best
partnerships are the ones that fall into
place easily, with both parties wanting to
work together for the right reasons and this
was certainly the case with Cameron and
TAS Racing for 2008.
In a further display of desire, Cam arrived
in Northern Ireland during winter to begin
his preparation for an all-out assault on
the TT. Although Cam was still relatively
inexperienced at the TT, looking back I don’t

believe there was any doubt from either
side that he would at least challenge for
success that year on the Island. That joint
belief, together with faultless preparation
was I believe, the key to his success that
June.
TAS Racing already had significant TT
experience and the GSX-R1000 was clearly
a great package however, Cameron’s
undoubted talent, desire and dedication
were huge factors in overcoming the slight
lack of experience. We must remember, it
would only be his third time racing at the TT.
Everything was put in place to help Cameron
settle in and we quickly established
a close relationship both socially and
professionally, which hopefully helped
build Cam’s confidence in the team around
him. We also introduced a new member to
our team who had worked with Cameron
previously, which was also a significant
factor in how easily we established that
great relationship.
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2008 - the year of the Aussie
at TAS Racing
Preparation included an early spring trip to
the Isle of Man with many early morning
laps completed on a Relentless liveried
Suzuki GSX-R600 road bike. Cameron also
had a strong desire to compete in BSB
and although a selection of early season
official tests and races were planned
in preparation for the TT, he once again
confirmed his ability with a debut podium
[3rd] on the Relentless Suzuki at Thruxton
in the Superstock class.
The NW200 was final confirmation of what
we already believed was possible when
Cam was unlucky not to pick up a debut
win. He led the Superstock race at various
points and ironically tangled with teammate Bruce Anstey on the final entry to the
infamous Juniper chicane but still managed
to finish on the podium. A Superbike race
win also looked like a realistic possibility,
before a small stone jammed the throttle
bodies ending his race at Metropole corner.

In an unbelievable display of determination,
Cameron nursed the bike home to finish
runner-up. One of my lasting memories
from the TT is eventual race winner John
McGuiness looking down at Cam’s oil soaked
boot and saying, ‘rather you than me!’
It was a shame the Ulster Grand Prix was
rained off that year as further success was
definitely on the cards. An even greater
disappointment for Cameron to suffer was a
significant career disrupting shoulder injury
during practise at the 2009 TT. Ironically

it came after becoming the first rider to
break the 131mph barrier [131.457mph] in
Thursday’s Superbike practise session. I’m
not sure if many people realise how difficult
that shoulder injury was to recovery from.
I witnessed the pain and effort required to
even ride the bike again and I firmly believe
without that set back, we would have
witnessed many more TT victories from
Cameron Donald.

Cameron on the top step of the IOM TT podium

As everyone knows TT results are
often significantly affected by luck,
either on the part of your own rider
or the opposition, and we perhaps
received a little of both during the
2008 Isle of Man TT.
Either way the week started on the best
possible note with a debut victory in the
opening Superbike race followed by more
success in Monday’s Superstock event.
Despite the Senior race on the final Friday
at the TT being labelled by the media
as the blue riband event, I have come to
understand that a win in either Superbike
race at the TT is an experience to cherish,
and that first race victory for Cam is one of
our most cherished successes.
Having said that, I believe Cameron’s
confidence was at an all time high entering
the 2008 Senior TT and another victory looked
possible only for a heavy landing at the bottom
of Barregarrow, which cracked the GSX-R’s
crank case and in reality, should actually have
ended our participation in the race.
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// BSB IS BACK

After 119 days of waiting, the Bennetts British Superbike Championship is set to get back on
track with the much-anticipated opening round of the revised season at Donington Park in
August (7/8/9).
As the Government continue to ease the lockdown restrictions that halted the original start
of the season back at Easter, the countdown has now begun to the new-look championship
following the unprecedented circumstances of the Coronavirus pandemic.

This has been an incredibly
challenging period, but the
enthusiasm, commitment and passion
from everyone involved in the
championship has been outstanding.
Bennetts British Superbike Championship Series Director Stuart Higgs

As the Government continue to ease the lockdown
restrictions that halted the original start of the season back
at Easter, the countdown has now begun to the new-look
championship following the unprecedented circumstances
of the Coronavirus pandemic.

The eagerly awaited return to the track will be the dose of
Superbike action needed by fans after the racing drought of
recent months, with a new race weekend format to assist
the smooth running of the new regime and assist teams
with setup.

Series organisers MSVR have recently announced the new
schedule, which takes a different shape to the traditional
calendar, but with each of the six events hosting tripleheader race weekends to total 18 championship rounds,
the 2020 championship is set to be an intense thriller from
start to finish.

Speaking of the new proposed event schedule, Higgs
added: “We talked to the teams and again we’re just trying
to tweak the weekend a little bit to make it easier for
them with resources. It’s a challenging time for people to
maintain the staff that’s required to go to the events.

“This has been an incredibly challenging period, but the
enthusiasm, commitment and passion from everyone
involved in the championship has been outstanding,” said
Bennetts British Superbike Championship Series Director
Stuart Higgs.
The 2020 season is scheduled to get underway at Donington
Park on the National circuit at the start of August followed
by visits to Snetterton, Silverstone, Oulton Park, before a
return to Donington Park on the GP layout concluding with
the traditional season finale at Brands Hatch.
An official test at Donington Park is set to give SYNETIQ
BMW and their Bennetts BSB rivals an opportunity to get
back up to speed at the end of July ahead of the first three
races of the season.
“To announce the provisional calendar was a big step
forward,” added Higgs. “Naturally we are very disappointed
that several of the traditional circuits had to be omitted,
which has been as a result of very detailed assessments
of the operational, logistical and economic consequences
pertinent to all circuits arising out of the COVID-19
pandemic. The firm message though is that we look forward
to a full array of circuits returning in 2021.”

The teams typically position the truck late on Thursday, but
we’ll delay running on the opening day until Friday afternoon
to allow team members to arrive during the morning to do
some of the necessary set-up.
With a roll-out on Friday afternoon with a free practice
session, second session on Saturday morning, then an
earlier qualifying slot of lunchtime and skim that down into
a short, sharp 25-minute session to get the grid for race
one.
Race one will set off about 4pm on Saturday and will be
a couple of laps less than the regular distance to create
something a little different like a shoot-out type race. Of
course like all our races, the fastest laps set the grid for
the subsequent races on the programme, which will add an
interesting angle.”
The races will continue to feature during live broadcasts
on Eurosport with free to air highlights on Quest and ITV4,
meaning that fans can continue to enjoy the extensive
coverage from each event.

BENNETTS

#BSBRESTART
CALENDAR
2020 BENNETTS BRITISH SUPERBIKE CHAMPIONSHIP REVISED PROVISIONAL CALENDAR*
ROUNDS 1/2/3

DONINGTON
PARK (NAT.)
7-9 AUGUST

ROUNDS 4/5/6

SNETTERTON
(300)
21-23 AUGUST

ROUNDS 7/8/9

SILVERSTONE
(NAT.)
4-6 SEPT

ROUNDS 10/11/12

OULTON
PARK (INT.)
18-20 SEPT

ROUNDS 13/14/15

DONINGTON
PARK (GP)
2-4 OCTOBER

ROUNDS 16/17/18

BRANDS
HATCH (GP)

16-18 OCTOBER

WWW.BRITISHSUPERBIKE.COM
* This calendar remains provisional and subject to change in accordance with government
directives and the latest COVID-19 situation

MARC
BONGERS
BMW Motorrad Motorsport Director

I have been personally
fascinated with
racing since I was a kid. It
never mattered in the past if
it was cars or bikes and I’ve
been involved in racing for
over 20 years, 10 of those in
Superbike.
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Full Gas caught up with BMW Motorrad Motorsport Director Marc Bongers, to discuss the development of
the BMW S1000RR during lockdown, the route forward for the project and the World Superbike team’s plans
for the remainder of this season.
SO MARC HOW DID YOU SPEND THE BREAK
OVER THE PAST MONTHS DUE TO THE COVID-19
PANDEMIC RESTRICTIONS?
MB: After getting back from Australia following the
first race, we were soon faced with the lockdown
and I spent three to four weeks in my office at home.
BMW has taken many precautionary measures
in our offices, so we could get quickly back to our
working places. For all of us it’s been a bit strange
not being able to travel for so long and even to be
at home at the weekends. I must admit it has been
great to spend so much time with my family, which
was nice, but just a shame there was no races to
watch on the Sundays.

HOW DIFFICULT HAS IT BEEN TO PREPARE FOR
THE SEASON, NOT KNOWING WHEN IT WOULD
RESUME?
MB: After Australia we were prepared for the second
race at Qatar, so in a way we were ready, but after that
it was difficult to re-plan the development and the
travel in the current circumstances. The races were
first re-scheduled to start in May, then June and now
July, and in hindsight it would have been better, to have
postponed them right away to August or September.
But we have re-planned most of it now.

IN THE SBK SEASON-OPENER AT PHILLIP
ISLAND THE BMW DID SHOW A LOT OF PROMISE,
ESPECIALLY IN QUALIFYING. WHAT ARE YOUR
RETROSPECTIVE THOUGHTS ON ROUND ONE?
MB: To come away from the season-opener with a
new lap record and a pole position is very pleasing.
On the other hand it was disappointing that we
couldn’t carry that speed until the end of the race
and the chequered flag. Places inside the top ten are
not our target, but it was a real shame that Eugene
was declared unfit to race, but it was the right
decision. We are looking forward to seeing what he
can do in the upcoming races, but we pretty much
expect both our riders to be level in terms of results.

WHAT HAS BEEN BMW’S MAIN FOCUS PRIOR
TO THE SEASON RECOMMENCING AT JEREZ IN
JUST A FEW WEEKS’ TIME [JULY 31- AUGUST 2]?
MB: We have used the time to do some substantial
work on the electronics. We’ve also been in the
wind tunnel and will come up with a couple of
new packages including a new fairing and a new
cooler. This time has also been spent comparing
our performances against the competition from last
year, to see in which areas we need to focus to make
the next improvements.

www.synetiqbmw.com
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Marc with BMW Motorrad Motorsport World Superbike riders Tom Sykes & Eugene Laverty

WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNED ABOUT YOUR RIDERS TOM
AND EUGENE?

WHAT ARE THE STRENGTHS OF THE CURRENT S1000RR
PACKAGE?

MB: They are both very gifted riders and both very different
personalities, which is fun. We haven’t seen a lot of Eugene
yet, due to only having competed in one race, but we expect
him to be up there with Tom. It’s important to have them at a
similar speed to push the project forward. They both have a lot
of experience on different bikes as well, and we still need that
input at this stage of the project.

MB: As an engineer myself, I believe the shift-cam is a real
state-of-the-art bit of engineering. It’s impressive that such a
complex system, which has to shift in just a few milliseconds,
can be implemented on a production motorcycle. This has
a massive advantage in road use and we also use it in World
Superbike and it clearly has an advantage there as well. It’s a
magnificent combination of power and torque, which currently
only the BMW has.

WHAT DIFFICULTIES, IF ANY, DOES THE CONDENSED
CALENDAR WITH ITS BACK-TO-BACK WEEKENDS THROW UP
FOR YOU AT BMW?

In other areas of the bike in terms of chassis, which also
includes national championships like BSB and IDM, many riders
are well impressed by the handling of this bike. We had a lack of
top speed last year but we’ve already made some good steps
throughout the development and this year we are not so far off.
We are convinced we will see more speed throughout the season
with several updates. The outright speed of a motorcycle comes
from many areas and is all about how you use the tyres and
how you use the engine, the gearbox and electronics. Many
components. We are anxious to find out ourselves but we have
a package of updates that will push us in the right direction.

MB: It is certainly more difficult and a bigger challenge in terms
of logistics and staff. It would be best if we could pack the whole
racing family into a large vehicle and spend a month or two in
Spain. Unfortunately that’s not possible and we have to travel.
For the promoter Dorna it’s probably best, but for us it’s more
difficult. We need to calculate the worst case scenario with
spares, as there is just no time between races to re-order or remachine parts. Last if not least, if the performance is not there or
a rider sustains an injury, there is simply no time to recover, so it
is clearly more challenging.

IS THIS A LONG OR SHORT-TERM PROJECT IN WORLD
SUPERBIKE AS A FACTORY TEAM?
MB: As our CEO, Dr. Markus Schramm stated, this is a longterm project and the clear goal is to be on the top of the
championship. We have used this time away from racing to
push the development and it was clear that we still have a gap to
the top. I am convinced that we will get stronger out of the down
period, but at the same time our competitors probably haven’t
had holidays either! But yes I hope we come out stronger.
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Marc riding out to see the affected fire regions
in Australia with members of the SBK Team
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TELL US A LITTLE ABOUT THE ELECTRONICS PACKAGE ON
THE S1000RR – IS THAT ALSO DEVELOPED IN-HOUSE?
MB: We are the only manufacturer in the World Superbike
paddock who uses the same ECU as we use on our road bike.
Clearly yes we continue to develop our own electronics and have
our own structure in place. We work very closely together with
production in this area and our standard ECU is the only ECU
that can operate the shift-cam. There are synergies with the
production, which is important to us and it’s the same system
that is used on the S1000RR on the road; it’s just that we have
add-ons on the software to fulfil the specific needs of racing.
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Marc with BMW Motorrad CEO, Dr Marcus Schramm at Phillip Island

HOW ARE RIDER NEGOTIATIONS GOING FOR 2020 WHEN
OTHERS HAVE ALREADY MADE ANNOUNCEMENTS? *
MB: For Kawasaki I think the choice was fairly easy as they had
the option to take the five-times world champion. The other
option is the current championship leader so I’m sure it was
not too difficult for them. Obviously for us it is very difficult to
judge a rider after just one round, especially on a new bike, but
of course they are observed constantly, also during testing. We
have started our negotiations with the riders and we will look to
get the contracts sorted before the racing resumes.
* Since this discussion with Marc, the BMW Motorrad Motorsport World Superbike
team has secured the services of Michael van der Mark for the 2021 SBK season.

WHAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS ON RACING IN FRONT OF
EMPTY GRANDSTANDS?
MB: Racing in front of empty grandstands will change the
atmosphere on track, which is a real shame but it’s a situation
we have to accept in the interest of everyone’s health. I’m just
happy that we are able to go racing at all. I hope having the fans
in the paddock will resume soon but it will certainly not take
away from the motivation of the riders, who I describe as alpha
males, always wanting to win in any situation.

ON A PERSONAL LEVEL, WHAT IS THE FASCINATION WITH
RACING?
MB: I have been personally fascinated with racing since I was a
kid, but none of my family were into racing. It never mattered in
the past if it was cars or bikes and I’ve been involved in racing
for over 20 years. 10 years of that was in Formula1 and 10 years
in Superbikes. For me it’s the thrill of constant competition and
always being under pressure and every couple of weeks you are
measured against the others. That pushes us to constantly try

and improve. Of course there are many ups and downs in terms
of emotions but that’s part of the fascination. On the bike side
for me it’s the heroic character of the riders. I’m no great bike
rider myself but when I’m on track about 15 seconds slower
than our riders, I wonder where that time comes from. That’s
also part of the fascination.

WHAT ARE BMW MOTORRAD’S INTENTIONS GOING
FORWARD IN TERMS OF CUSTOMER TEAMS?
MB: We would clearly like to see more BMWs on the grid. We
have negotiations on-going for potential satellite or customers
teams. This has always been our strategy in customer racing,
that we want to offer our customers the same material that
we develop for our factory teams. We do this in the stock as
well, and we have corporations with sales companies who offer
the customers exactly what we develop for Superbike. We are
definitely open to this and are working towards a solution to see
more BMWs on the grid.

HOW IMPORTANT IS BSB TO BMW AND WHAT LEVEL OF
DEVELOPMENT TAKES PLACE BETWEEN BMW MOTORRAD
AND THE OFFICIAL TEAM IN THE SERIES, TAS RACING?
MB: Next to the two world championships WSBK and EWC, in
which BMW Motorrad Motorsport competes with factory efforts,
BSB is the largest, and most influential, factory supported
national series.
With TAS Racing, BMW has a highly competent and very
experienced official partner, who has direct access to factory
material and knowledge. TAS is supported by a factory engineer,
who mirrors results and findings in both directions, which finally
adds to the competitiveness of the entire S1000RR package in
all series and last but not least, eventually in production.
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BEHIND THE LENS
WI T H JA ME S WRIGH T

This is the second instalment of ‘Behind the Lens’ with leading British Superbike
photographer James Wright, MD of Double Red. In this issue James gives us an insight
into ‘A Day in the Life’ as a photographer at a BSB event, offers advice to any budding
photographers and lets us delve inside his own personal favourite disciplines, behind
the lens.
YOU WILL HAVE SHOT THOUSANDS OF IMAGES OVER THE YEARS, SO WHAT CONTINUES
TO MOTIVATE YOU TO CAPTURE THAT ‘NEVER BEFORE SHOT’ AT THE LIKES OF BRANDS
HATCH OR CADWELL PARK?
That is a tough question. We always have to balance our shooting between the material we need
and the shots we love to take. The commercial aspect dictates that we need to deliver specific shots
for our clients, and this is our business and our only source of income. I don’t have another job
during the week, so this of course takes priority. It unfortunately means that the ‘nice’ stuff has to be
compromised. Before I had any clients, I could afford to stay in one spot all session if need be just to
get that one shot, whereas now, my clients’ needs have to take priority. Of course, it is fantastic when
you see a shot you’ve not taken before and can spend a few minutes with it or working out how to
improve it and I think it is these moments that keep me motivated.
I have taken literally millions of ‘standard’ shots (I estimate there are well in excess of a quarter of
a million in the archive, on transparency – all named and filed in order) so they are not so much of
a challenge, As circuits develop with longer run-offs, trees grow or are removed, casting different
shadows at different times of the year and in different places, things change constantly and I love
playing with light.

PREPARATION IS OBVIOUSLY THE KEY FOR A PROFESSIONAL IN ANY WALK OF LIFE, BUT WITH AN
ARMFUL OF CAMERA BODIES AND LENSES, TALK US THROUGH A RACE DAY IN THE LIFE OF JAMES
WRIGHT AT A BSB MEETING.
You are right about the kit. I estimate that my regular
equipment weighs approximately 20 kilos and I will even
use the long lenses in the pits so they’re pretty much
with me all day. We all stay at the circuit so if there are
any early or late shoots to cover it’s no real drama for us.
A typical day changes throughout the season funnily
enough. The start and end of season are usually the
busiest and throw different challenges, but a typical
mid-season race day will involve a cooked breakfast at
the TAS BMW team hospitality, followed by a meeting
with our team to run through the schedule and establish
a plan B in the event of any unscheduled changes.
We have a final run through the client briefs, and
all know where we need to be at any one time to
maximise cover for our clients during the racing, while
remaining flexible enough to deal with any anomalies.
We provide a watching brief during the morning warm
up sessions but shoot little, and then depending on the
event, we shoot crowds, merchandise areas, Pit Lane
walk where the fans get the chance to get autographs
and selfies with their heroes.
Race day is all about the races and depending on
the schedule, my real work generally begins about
45 minutes before the start of BSB Race 1. We shoot
the riders arriving from their motorhomes in leathers,
race preparation, bits and pieces in the pits (although
we try to get as much of this type of thing out of the
way on practice and qualifying days, as the garages
get very busy on race days when things get serious
and we don’t want to be in the way).
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The riders are actually quite different on race day
than they are at other times. People may think they’re
ignorant or rude; they’re not, they are simply focused
and ultimately, they are about to go out and do a
dangerous, high risk job and entertain at the same
time. We will cover the grid, shoot promo girls (it’s
all part of the brief!), riders’ faces, TV interviews and
generally capture the atmosphere. We usually have
two or three photographers on the Superbike grid,
simply shooting differently: one may be shooting
wide, the other long and another covering the overall
action. Usually at the 5-minute board we will leave
and go to our designated areas of the track. Our briefs
often have specific, iconic shots that are required so
we have to cover those angles. We will shoot the race
and get back for the podium celebrations.
The memory cards are all collected at the podium or
taken to the press room by our editors who download,
edit, name, deliver and upload all the images to our
server, while we go out and shoot the support races.
If we are lucky, we grab a quick sandwich and coffee
on the go. We cover our support classes and pretty
much repeat for BSB Race 2. The team in the media
room prioritise client deliveries, then finish sorting
and uploading the images to the server while I go
back and pack up the motorhome. I am usually done
with that around 8pm which is about the same time
as the others get finished, so we leave and head back
to Lincolnshire often getting back around midnight
before being back in the office on Monday morning.

TOP RIGHT:
What I call a standard
shot of Christian
Iddon. Pretty
straightforward
‘Bread & Butter’ shot
- no art involved.
TOP LEFT:
I’ll point my camera
at anything. Shapes,
textures, shadows
- literally anything
and try to make it
interesting.
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THE DIGITAL ERA HAS MADE PHOTOGRAPHY A MORE
APPEALING HOBBY FOR MANY. WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU
GIVE TO ANYONE WHO IS KEEN ON PICKING UP A CAMERA
FOR THE FIRST TIME?
Don’t do it! No, seriously, cameras are so good these days that a
lot of the mystery has been removed and almost anyone can take
reasonable pictures. If you just want to have a record of things,
then do just that but don’t let it take over your enjoyment of being
in that moment. I see so many people who are more interested
in taking pictures and selfies and actually miss what is going on
around them. If it is your profession it is different, you have to be
totally absorbed. Motorcycling and motorcycle racing, is, a great
sport to shoot; vibrant and action packed, but it is a skill to be
learned so practice and learn then do it all again, and never put
yourself in obvious danger.
The Pro’s inside the fence may appear to be close to the action,
but our risks are calculated and at circuits somewhat controlled.
On commercial shoots, there are certain riders I will trust with my
life…others, not so much!

If you want to learn, look at the pictures you like and work out
how they were done. Look at focal length, aperture, shutter speed,
camera angle, background, see what makes the image pleasing
to you. Don’t always hanker after the next shiny gadget or longer
lens, or media vest and don’t make excuses, make pictures and
enjoy yourself. Don’t beat yourself up if something isn’t right, you
have the option today in the digital era, of seeing immediately
what is in the camera and all the settings you used on that frame.
Years ago, we had to wait for a week to get the film back and then
try to remember settings and where it had gone wrong, then wait
another week before we could go out and have another go; and if
transparency film was even half a stop out on the exposure, it was
no good, with no recovery or post production software, so take
advantage of what is available and just shoot.
We have been running a few courses with very limited numbers
of students at James Whitham’s track days, so if anyone wants
to progress a little further, of course, I would recommend getting
booked in once everything is back on track – you’ll learn loads
and have a great day with like-minded people.
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Blomberg Farm, Norway, a very special place. Shot by moonlight at 1am with the camera balanced on a snowman; whiskey in hand, minus 10 degrees - bloody freezing!

Morning breaking over Kilimanjaro campsite
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AWAY FROM MOTORCYCLING AND WORK, DO YOU TAKE
YOUR CAMERA ON HOLIDAY, AND IF SO, WHAT IMAGES DO
YOU ENJOY TAKING FOR PERSONAL GRATIFICATION?
What is a holiday? I am usually too busy to take many holidays.
Some say my life is one long holiday, and to some extent they are
right. I do always take a camera if I go away, albeit I see these
very much as snaps. Depending where I am going depends on
the equipment I take. For example, I have a very special place in
Norway that I go; it’s very remote and 450 metres up the side of
a very steep fjord, with no electricity or running water – so I take
just a single body and a couple of short zooms (and plenty of
spare batteries). I just came back from climbing Kilimanjaro in
Africa and I knew I needed to travel as light as possible, so the
nice man at Canon lent me some equipment which I carried while
the guides carried the heavy stuff! I love taking landscapes, and
a bit of fashion, and architecture – much as I love it, I don’t have
the patience for wildlife.

STUDIO, LANDSCAPE, ACTION OR COMMERCIAL WORK.
WHICH IS THE MOST CHALLENGING AND WHAT RETURNS
THE MOST PERSONAL SATISFACTION?
I enjoy them all. I don’t think I could stick to just one discipline
as I think I would get bored. They all have their own challenges
for different reasons, and I like the variety. I am lucky enough
to be able to incorporate all of those within the motorcycling
environment in which I specialise. Shooting in the studio you have
total control over your light and environment, so you tend to push
yourself a little harder in that aspect. Often the subjects can be
boring or tedious, so it is a challenge to light and shoot and very
subtle changes make such a difference in the studio. Landscape
I really enjoy, but this is probably my weakest discipline. Scale
always presents a challenge and often the majesty of a scene
is easily lost when photographed. A lot of time spent out in the
countryside walking, and you will inevitably be presented with
great scenery and great lighting and that’s when it all clicks –
so you have to be prepared to take your camera on a lot of trips
that end up being not worthwhile before you get your great shots.
Maybe that’s why I enjoy it, trying to make something beautiful
from something that is totally beyond my control. Action is always
a pleasure because I pretty much know what to expect from my
job, especially from motorcycle racing, but I would have to say my
favourite has to be the commercial work. Working as part of a big
team who all need to ‘click’ to make everything fall into place, in
order to meet an approved brief and under significant pressure – I
love the attention to detail that goes into the planning and each
and every shot on these commercial shoots. In some perverse
way, I guess I enjoy the pressure. It is also these jobs that take me
to the most exciting places which is an additional bonus.

IF YOU WERE CURTAILED TO TAKING IMAGES FOR JUST
ONE MORE WEEK, WHERE WOULD IT BE AND WHY?

Well done James, that climb makes Cadwell’s Mountain
look a little tame by comparison! [Ed]

Wow that’s a toughie. The thought of never being able to take
another picture is not one I want to entertain. Photography has
given me so much, I don’t even want to think of only having a
week. I have visited so many fantastic places, some with great
wealth and some with great poverty. Each has its own story and it
is impossible for me to say. There are so many places I have not
been but would like to go, and life is too short to do everything.
One thing is for certain… wherever I spent that week, my camera
would find something of interest to photograph.
www.synetiqbmw.com

fullgas@tasbmw.com

@synetiqbmw
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This month we caught up with John Schofield, Executive Director at SYNETIQ. John established Car
Transplants in 1974, growing it into a multi-million-pound business and eventually overseeing the
merger with three other businesses that created SYNETIQ.
An avid motorcycling fan, John has been watching two-wheeled racing for almost half a century.

HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN INTERESTED IN MOTORCYCLE RACING?
I’ve been a follower since the early 1970s. I’ve always lived close to Oulton Park and in the early days I
used to travel there on my pushbike. Once I got my licence, I could go to Mallory Park and Silverstone,
mainly following the MotoGP, then in 1978 I saw my first Isle of Man TT and witnessed the return of Mike
Hailwood. To come back from 11 years away from the sport to win races… it still amazes me to this day.

WHAT MADE TAS RACING A GOOD FIT FOR SYNETIQ?
We’ve known Hector and Philip Neill for many years through the vehicle salvage industry and jumped
at the opportunity to be title sponsor. There’s already been lots of clients and customers interested in
watching us on track. SYNETIQ is a rapidly growing business and it’s great that we can raise our profile
further as part of such an exciting sport.

ROAD OR TRACK RACING?
I love watching motorbike racing in all shapes and forms; it’s always interesting, whatever the event.
That said, I love watching MotoGP. The engineering side has come on leaps and bounds in my time.
MotoGP bikes are running 270bhp; when I first started, even the top riders had to make do with 100.

WHICH IS YOUR FAVOURITE TRACK/EVENT TO VISIT?
I’m lucky to have been to lots of tracks over the years – I usually combine visits with a holiday. My favourite
track to visit has to be Mugello Circuit in Tuscany, probably followed by Phillip Island in Australia. Any
event can always have a surprise in store though. On the Saturday of the 2009 MotoGP weekend we were
in Indianapolis and went to the Indy Mile, a flat oval circuit. The demonstration by Kenny Roberts, riding a
Yamaha TZ750 2-stroke, must be the most remarkable bit of riding I have ever seen.

WHO IS YOUR FAVOURITE RIDER EVER, AND WHY?
No one compares to the GOAT... Valentino Rossi.

WHAT ARE YOUR HOPES FOR THE SEASON?
The first races are just around the corner and I’m looking forward to being trackside. The team will be
fantastic – we have high hopes for Bradley Ray and Taylor McKenzie, a pair of brilliant, exciting young
riders. We’re very lucky to have Ian Hutchinson on board too. I met him briefly in 2017 at the IOM TT,
after he’d just won on the TAS BMW in the Superstock race.

36

FULL GAS / EDITION #03

FULLGAS
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

SYNETIQ’s Executive Director, John Schofield with TAS Racing’s team owner, Hector Neill
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WHAT STANDS IN THE WAY BECOMES
// TT SPECIAL - MATT ROBERTS

1
It was with some small crumb of comfort that I
sat in my kitchen, on what would have been Isle of
Man Senior TT day, nursing a cup of tea as the rain
hammered down on the patio outside. When the sun
is shining over on the island there is no better place to
be, but when the tents and awnings are being pulled
from their pegs by a battering from the Irish Sea,
with thick fog on the mountain and a heavy sense
of gloom in a deserted paddock, a brew and a good
book always seems like an acceptable alternative.
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Personally, during times of uncertainty such as these, I find
that a bit of thought-provoking reading material is a good way
to relieve anxiety and refocus the mind on the bigger picture,
and in recent years I have taken a lot of inspiration from Stoic
philosophy (bear with me).
One of the most celebrated Stoics is Marcus Aurelius, who
was arguably the most powerful man in the world during his
reign as Roman Emperor from 161 to 180 A.D. Aurelius kept
a diary of the things he learnt during his reign, especially
during military campaigns, and one of his most famous core
ideologies is that history is the same thing happening over
and over again.
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THE WAY
1
2

3

Matt hosting last year’s TT
launch with Steve Plater
interviewing Michael Dunlop,
one of our former riders
The late great David Jefferies
who dominated the 2002 Isle
of Man TT with TAS Racing

2
That may seem like an obvious concept, but it is a reminder that whatever
challenges we face, we have been here before. Over the years we have all
faced setbacks, delays and seemingly insurmountable obstacles that we have
overcome and been better for the experience. Progress is not as linear as we
sometimes perceive it to be, and it never has been.

In 2001 the Isle of Man TT was cancelled for
the first time ever during peacetime, due to
the outbreak of foot and mouth disease. It was a
difficult period for the teams, who faced the difficult
challenge of staying afloat and keeping sponsors on
board without the attraction of their main event.
Meanwhile, as the teams and riders struggled to make ends meet, the cost to
Manx tourism was estimated as being as high as £16 million.
When the TT returned in 2002, the economic hangover of the previous year was
blown away by one of the most spectacular and complete performances in the
long history of the event. After signing for TAS Racing in a massive coup for the
team, David Jefferies took a record-breaking hat-trick of wins in the Formula
1, Production 1000 and Senior TT races, setting a sensational new lap record
of 127.29mph on his Suzuki GSX-R1000. Capping off a memorable week for
the team, Jefferies’ team-mate Ian Lougher followed him home to take second
place in the Senior, having already won the Production 600 race a couple of days
earlier.
For all the emotional hurt and financial setbacks of this truly forgettable
summer of 2020, if there is one thing history has taught us it is that the
riders, teams, sponsors and fans that make the TT so unique will be back in
2021: compromised but unrelenting, embracing the challenge of making the
impossible possible once more.
As Marcus Aurelius said: “The impediment to action advances action. What
stands in the way becomes the way.”

3
www.synetiqbmw.com

fullgas@tasbmw.com

@synetiqbmw
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// SPONSOR FOCUS
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// SPONSOR FOCUS
Headquartered in Riverside, California, K&N® Engineering, Inc. has
been the World leader in performance air filter technology since 1969.
With more than 50 years of air filtration experience, K&N® prides
itself as being the innovator of the unique cotton air filtration system
and creating the World’s Best High-Flow Air Filter™. K&N® serves the
needs of the automotive, motorcycle, marine, industrial and military
markets the world over.
Since 1969 K&N Engineering has been designing, manufacturing, and
enhancing High-Flow Air Filters for the automotive enthusiast interested in
maximizing horsepower and acceleration. Since their humble beginnings
they have designed and manufactured over 2,400 High-Flow Air Filters to
fit most modern passenger vehicles. We not only have more applications
than any other manufacturer of similar product, we invented the High-Flow
category and the High-Flow Technology that supports it. K&N® also makes
thousands of racing and specialty type air filters using the same technology.
K&N® air filters are designed to increase horsepower with up to 50% more
airflow. The secret to our success lies in the unique characteristics of our air
filter medium that was originally developed by K&N® all those years ago. The
high-flow cotton media used to make the air filters is washable, reusable and
built to last for the life of an automotive or motorcycle engine. K&N® air filters
consist of four to six sheets of cotton gauze layered between two sheets
of aluminum wire mesh. This media is then pleated and oiled to enhance
its filtering capabilities and overall performance. K&N® Air Filters were
created for an environment requiring maximum horsepower and enhanced
acceleration in addition to protection from the dirt and Dust. The result is
an air filter that allows dramatically more air into an engine, is washable and
reusable, and will protect your engine for the life of your vehicle.
Anyone can flow more air. The trick is to flow more air safely
with an optimal blend of high air flow, filtration efficiency,
durability and dust capacity. We take filtration seriously.
K&N Air Filter media has been tested both in-house and
by independent labs using the ISO5011 test protocol. In
addition we test many of our filters both in and out of the OE
airbox ensuring proper fit and function. Our goal is to design
filters with the maximum possible airflow achievable while
providing guaranteed engine protection.
K&N® Air Filters are not just about performance, but also save
money and reduce waste. One K&N® OE replacement air filter
costs less than replacing disposable air filters over and over
again. Washable air filter also help to reduce the number of
disposable air filter thrown into our landfills each year.
The range of K&N® High-Flow washable and reusable air
filter elements are available for most makes and models
of cars, motorcycles and light commercial vehicles and
designed to directly replace standard OE Air Filter. Each air
filter can last up to 50,000 miles before cleaning is required
and are backed by a 10 year/Million Mile Limited Warranty.
K&N® also manufacture a wide range of specialist high
performance Air Intake Systems, Oil and Cabin Filters.
For more information please visit:

knfilters.co.uk

www.synetiqbmw.com

fullgas@tasbmw.com

@synetiqbmw
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// THROUGH THE LENS
There is nowhere more scenic to
photograph motorcycle racing
than the Irish National road
courses. Tucked away in little, rural
backwaters that consist of little
more than a crossroads, a post office
and, of course, a pub, they provide a
wonderful backdrop for pictures.
This was taken at Walderstown in Co.
Westmeath in 2012.
The owner of the house, which was
once a police station, didn’t have far
to travel to watch William Dunlop in
action on the Tyco Suzuki GSX-R600
as he passed her front door.
And when the racing was over we all
enjoyed one of those bottles of beer
being kept cool in the shade!

Photographer
Stephen Davison/
PACEMAKER
Camera
Camera-Nikon D4
Lens
Lens-17-35mm at 22 mm
1/4000 at f4
Plus a helluva lot of
luck in getting the bike
framed by that little
gateway!
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HISTORY BIKES - PART 1

20 YEARS OF

20 Years’ of TAS Racing has been briefly punctuated in 2020 due to the current
Covid-19 pandemic, but all clouds have a silver lining, and that free time has
allowed us to look back at some of the team’s major successes during the past
two decades.
In this issue of Full Gas we feature eight of TAS Racing’s ‘History Bikes’ thanks in the main part,
to the support of the bike collectors and team principal Philip Neill, who has dug deep into the
memory bank – giving our readers an insight to the machinery and riders, who put TAS Racing
on many top steps of podiums in British championship and International Road Races during
those past 20 years. The detail also includes the hard work and technical nous of the mechanics
and crew chiefs during those years, that added those all-important marginal gains and played a
vital role in the team’s success stories.
Who will ever forgot those early TAS Racing wins at the 2002 TT with David Jefferies, Aussie Cameron
Donald’s 2008 TT double; Alastair Seeley’s almost perfect 2009 season and Mr Superstock Bruce
Anstey, who was virtually unbeatable on the red-plated TAS Racing machinery. Add to that Adrian
Archibald’s often forgotten solitary NW200 win, and the man, the myth, the legend that is Guy
Martin – truck mechanic, TV Celebrity and TAS Racing road racer. Enjoy the read.

// 20 Years of TAS Racing – History Bikes Part 1

Philip Neill – Team Principal:
The one that started it all off: DJ and
the 2002 GSX-R1000 was simply an
unbeatable combination at the TT,
and although success was perhaps
to be expected with arguably the best bike and rider
combination, it was still early days for TAS Racing
as a team. The joy at what we achieved together is
unlikely to be matched by any racing achievement.
Although my Father and I had both enjoyed past
relationships with Suzuki, our pathway to success
was clearly set in place by the support we received
from Suzuki through General Manager Nick Barnes
– after a door opening opportunity from former
Suzuki racing team manager Rex White.

2002

GSX-R1000 K2 Suzuki

W

ith TAS Racing not involved in BSB at the time, preseason preparation was limited to 2-3 days private
testing at Kirkistown. Final machine preparation was
last minute as normal, with former Suzuki factory mechanic
Nigel Everett joining the team in preparation for what would
become the foundation year for TAS Racing. The new
relationship started positively with a race win in the opening
NW200 Superbike race and a hard fought podium in the
Production 1000cc race, 11.59sec behind Bruce Anstey in wet
conditions. If there was one downside with the DJ/TAS/GSX-R
combination, it was a fragile clutch set-up, which ended our
second Superbike race before the conclusion of lap one.
TT practise presented some challenges, as always, although
despite these small number of technical issues, the pace of DJ
and the GSX-R was always evident. A resounding win in the
opening Superbike race was the early indication of what was
to come. DJ went on to record his second win of the week in
the Superstock event, challenged impressively by TAS Racing
team-mate Ian Lougher; then went on to cap a memorable
return to the TT winner’s enclosure for TAS owner Hector Neill,
with another resounding victory in the Senior TT.

LEFT
DJ over Ago’s Leap and on his way to a famous TT victory for TAS
Racing during a memorable 2002 season

SPECIFICATION:

Superbike
BHP:

192 [Akrapovič exhaust]
TYRES:

Pirelli
SUSPENSION:

Öhlins front & Techno-Flex rear

In fact the TT Formula 1 result could easily have been very
different, as is sometimes the case at the TT. With a 64 second
lead entering the final lap the result looked automatic, however
as the gap began to shrink between DJ and John McGuinness,
the team quickly realised the ‘Big Man’ had a problem. Without
any detail in pit lane, the clutch was our immediate concern,
however post-race feedback from David revealed the GSX-R
was stuck in third gear from around the Ramsey Hairpin
section. Sometimes it seems results are meant to be, however
on this occasion the result was secured through a sizeable
lead coming onto the last lap and without any doubt, the
mechanical knowledge and quick thinking of DJ to diagnosed
the problem and re-set the brain to ‘don’t touch that gear lever
again’ mode. His victory at the end was reduced to 36.5sec. DJ
set a new lap record of 126.68mph.
Just for the record. In the Production 1000cc Race, DJ
defeated team-mate Ian Lougher by 15.5sec and set a new lap
record at 124.31mph. In the Senior, DJ again defeated teammate Lougher by 22.1sec and set a new outright lap record at
127.29mph.
The UGP delivered a Superstock race win, although an
uncharacteristic crash in the Superbike race followed with a
day hampered by clutch trouble on the big Superbike.

RIDER

David Jefferies [Eng]
MAIN SPONSORS:

Suzuki/Temple Auto Salvage/Putoline Oil/Pirelli/E.J Tractors
RESULT HIGHLIGHTS:

2002 International North West 200 Superbike Race: winner
2002 Isle of Man TT Formula 1 Race: winner
2002 Isle of Man Senior TT Race: winner

// 20 Years of TAS Racing – History Bikes Part 1

Philip Neill – Team Principal:

2003 was Adrian’s first year with TAS Racing, but with the team now into the third season
with Suzuki, we had a solid set-up with the bike and the GSX-R1000 K3. It was arguably the
leading bike in Superstock specification throughout this period. The 2003 K3 GSX-R1000
was an evolution of the class-leading K1 and K2 model, albeit with a more compact layout, lighter
weight and increased BHP – making the bike more than a match for its competitors in 2003.
After a strong winter of preparation and some early season BSB events, Adrian was ready for the
challenge. He immediately repaid us at TAS Racing with his win in the North West 200 Production 1000cc
class, which we didn’t know at the time, but would end up being his only career win at the event.

2003

GSX-R1000 [K3] Suzuki
A

drian will always be better remembered
for his double TT Superbike and
Senior TT wins [2003] after the loss
of his team-mate David Jefferies, but he
rode a smart race in difficult conditions at
the North West 200 – collecting his solitary
International North West 200 win aboard this
machine in the Production class. The event
was punctuated with inclement weather and
controversy but Adrian’s Production 1000cc
win on the GSX-R1000 for TAS Racing was
celebrated by the local fans and set him up
well for the TT that year.
Adrian’s NW200 win was over local rival
Ryan Farquhar by just 0.26sec and in doing
so, broke the old lap record with a speed of
115.022mph. However, team-mate Jefferies,
who finished third only 0.68sec behind Archie,
went slightly quicker and set a new lap record
of 115.566mph.

Adrian had to settle for second place at the
Ulster Grand Prix in the Production class later
that year at Dundrod, to a man who would
become his team-mate the following season
in Bruce Anstey. The Kiwi recorded his maiden
victory at the UGP in that Production race, just
0.11sec ahead of Archibald. The Ballymoney
man lapped at 127.307mph but Anstey set the
lap record with a 127.955mph effort. Adrian
would make amends later in the day taking
victory in the Superbike race, raising the lap
record to an incredible 128.2012mph on TAS
Racing’s GSX-R1000 Superbike.

// SPECIFICATION
RIDER

Adrian Archibald [NIR]
SPECIFICATION:

Production
BHP:

180 [Akrapovič exhaust system]
TYRES:

Pirelli tyres
SUSPENSION:

PLR/K-tech front &
Techno-Flex rear
MAIN SPONSORS:

Suzuki
Beacon Security
Temple Auto Salvage
Putoline Oils
RESULTS HIGHLIGHTS:

ABOVE
Adrian in action at the Ulster Grand Prix

2003 International North West 200
Production Race: winner
2003 Ulster Grand Prix
Production Race: second place

// 20 Years of TAS Racing – History Bikes Part 1

Philip Neill – Team Principal:
This would be Bruce’s first full
season with us at TAS Racing and
he would ride the GSX-R1000 K4,
which was the same model from 2003. The
unique feature for 2004 was the introduction
of Production rules for the Isle of Man TT,
which would include the necessity to run
a standard exhaust system and various
other technical elements, aimed at really
separating the production machines from
the Superbikes. This was heavily criticised
and the class later revised to Superstock
specification. The GSX-R1000 remained the
machine to beat, even in production spec,
however the problem we encountered with
Anstey, was the much bulkier end-can,
with less clearance, scraped the ground
with the extreme lean-angles Bruce used
in the corners. Another downside of the
regulations was the inability for Marshals
to hear the bikes coming in production
specification as they were much quieter.
This was also considered a danger and part
of the later decision to return to Superstock
specification.”

2004

GSX-R1000 [K4] Suzuki

2

004 was the year that Kiwi Bruce Anstey
joined TAS Racing, and what a year it
was for the softly spoken UK based
Antipodean. Anstey opened his account
with the team, taking the Production 1000cc
victory [backing it up with the Supersport
Race1 win] at the North West 200 on the
team’s GSX-R1000 K4 Suzuki. He beat Ian
Lougher by 0.655sec with his fastest lap being
118.092mph, although Lougher claimed the
lap record at 118.133mph.
Victory in the three-lap Production TT followed
a few weeks later aboard the TAS Racing
GSX-R1000 by some 18 seconds over John
McGuinness. This was the highlight of a
fabulous 2004 TT for Anstey and TAS Racing,
recording podiums in all five classes; also
taking home a similar number of coveted Silver
TT Replicas for his week-long effort at the Manx
venue. Bruce set a new lap record on the second
lap at 125.10mph breaking David Jefferies’
previous record of 124.31mph set in 2002.

It kick-started four years of dominance in the
Production/Superstock 1000cc class at the
TT for Anstey, who went on to stand upon
the top step in 2005, 2006 and the Centenary
TT year in 2007 with TAS Racing [Relentless
Suzuki]. The team continued it’s winning
streak in 2008 with Aussie Cameron Donald
making it six tops steps for the Moneymore
based team since 2002 in the Production
1000cc classes.
After taking wins at the North West 200 and Isle
of Man TT, Bruce was denied his Superstock
‘Big Three’ hat-trick after a last -lap incident at
Dundrod during the Ulster Grand Prix. Anstey
crashed out whilst disputing the lead, after a
coming-together with eventual winner Ryan
Farquhar. The Kiwi said afterwards: “Ryan
made a do-or-die move up the inside of me
at the Hairpin. Enough said!” His TAS Racing
team-mate Adrian Archibald picked up the
pieces and went on to secure second place.

// SPECIFICATION
RIDER

Bruce Anstey [NZ]
SPECIFICATION:

Production
BHP:

184 [standard exhaust system]
TYRES:

Pirelli
SUSPENSION:

K-Tech/PLR front and Techno-Flex rear

MAIN SPONSORS:

Suzuki
TAS Racing
Beacon Security
Putoline Oil
RESULT HIGHLIGHTS:

2004 International North West 200
Production 1000cc Race: winner
2004 Isle of Man TT
Production 1000cc Race: winner
2004 Ulster Grand Prix
Production 1000cc Race: DNF

// 20 Years of TAS Racing – History Bikes Part 1

2005

GSX-R1000 [K5] SUZUKI

B

ruce led the North West 200 Superstock
race in wet but drying conditions and
with a 19-second lead, looked odds-on
favourite to add to his growing international
road racing tally. The team’s strategy of using
wet tyres on a drying track worked initially, but
the pace that Bruce produced in the conditions
wasn’t expected, and inadvertently, just too
much to ask from his rear Metzeler tyre.
With diminishing grip on a drying track in the
closing stages, he had no choice but to settle
for second place, after watching Lougher eat
into his advantage painstakingly take the lead,
then the win over him by just 0.109sec.

to team-mate Adrian Archibald, a second
runners-up berth looked likely, but as the TT
can, and often does, it offered a cruel hand
to Archibald – who ran out of fuel with just a
handful of miles to complete, gifting Anstey
the victory. It was a bittersweet result for
the team who had watched the duo circulate
together, with a dream one-two finish on the
cards. The victory was humbly accepted by
the Kiwi, but that’s the TT for you, and a win
is a win, regardless of how it comes about.
Archibald’s consolation was a new lap record
of 126.641mph, which possibly added to the
thirst of the GSX-R in those final laps.

Bruce went on to record his second successive
Isle of Man TT Superstock race win, but this
time, unlike the NW200, Lady Luck was to
smile on the Kiwi. Running in second place

The season ended with an uncharacteristic
crash for Bruce at the Ulster Grand Prix,
thankfully without injury or serious damage to
the machine.

// SPECIFICATION
RIDER

Bruce Anstey [NZ]
SPECIFICATION:

Superstock
BHP:

186 [Akrapovič exhaust system]
TYRES:

Pirelli
SUSPENSION:

K-Tech front & Öhlins rear

MAIN SPONSORS:

TAS Racing
Beacon Security
Putoline Oil
RESULT HIGHLIGHTS:

2005 International North West 200
Superstock Race: second
2005 Isle of Man TT
Superstock Race: winner

Philip Neill – Team Principal:
In 2005 Bruce was the
established front-runner in
the class and undoubtedly the
man to beat with four international wins
already under his belt. The K5 GSX-R was
another evolution model and lighter than
before, complete with a compact chassis
and an increase in BHP. The bike was still
typically a GSXR-1000 and although still
extremely competitive, set-up was a little
more challenging and some of the other
manufacturers produced some strong
competition.”

// 20 Years of TAS Racing – History Bikes Part 1

2006

GSX-R1000 [K6] Suzuki

2

006 was the year that Anstey finally
made history, capturing the ‘Big Three’
International Superstock/Production
1000cc class wins at the North West 200 in
May; the Isle of Man TT in June and the Ulster
Grand Prix at Dundrod in August – something
that had not been done before and has not
been repeated since.
The International North West 200 was first
up and Anstey, aboard the Relentless Suzuki
held off the advances of Raymond Porter and
ever-present rival Ian Hutchinson to take the
5-lap CP Hire Superstock race victory. Bruce’s
margin of victory was 1.766sec, also setting a
new lap record at 116.743mph.

Anstey’s TT win came after a dogfight with
Ian Hutchinson, just seconds separating
them throughout the 4-lap Scottish Life
International TT Superstock race – making
it successive wins in the class for the Kiwi
and his fifth TT win in the same numbers of
years on the Island. Just 2.63sec separated
them going into the final lap but Bruce set the
fastest lap of the race, 126.204mph, to win by
6.37sec.

// SPECIFICATION
RIDER

Bruce Anstey [NZ]
SPECIFICATION:

Superstock
BHP:

186 [Micron bespoke exhaust system]
TYRES:

Metzeler
SUSPENSION:

K-Tech front & Öhlins rear

MAIN SPONSORS:

TAS Racing & Beacon Security
Putoline Oil & Metzeler
RESULT HIGHLIGHTS:

2006 International North West 200 Race:
winner
2006 Isle of Man TT Superstock Race:
winner
2006 Ulster Grand Prix Superstock Race:
winner

Philip Neill – Team Principal:

Now considered ‘The King’ of the Superstock
class, Bruce achieved an amazing and unique
treble in 2006 winning the Superstock race at all
three of the main International Road Races. The GSX-R1000
K6 remained unchanged from the 2005 model [just some
TAS Racing technical updates], leaving Bruce already very
comfortable on the bike before the season got underway.

// 20 Years of TAS Racing – History Bikes Part 1

Philip Neill – Team Principal:

The 2007/8 GSX-R1000 was arguably the best machine Suzuki had produced to date and
Cameron quickly gelled with our bikes during pre-season testing. It was already clear ‘Cam’ was
a potential future TT winner and together we put one-hundred percent into our preparation,
including some early season BSB appearances and several late winter days, circulating around the TT
circuit on a GSX-R600 road bike. The pre-event TT course inspection visit also delivered a surprise for a
few local ‘wannabe’ racers, after attempting to show a heavily disguised Cam the way over the Mountain!
You can imagine their surprise when he removed his plain AGV helmet at the end of the lap on open roads
with every-day traffic, to greet them with that trademark smile and Aussie quip, ‘G’day!’
That trip certainly helped Cam, as he was a dominant force at the 2008 TT and along with the early
season preparation, helped secure a fifth straight TT Superstock win for TAS Racing. He also added
the TT Superbike win to our collection and may well have landed the coveted Senior TT race, but for a
cracked oil sump following a heavy landing through the bottom of Barregarrow.

2008

GSX-R1000 Suzuki
C

ameron’s third place at the International
North West 200 could so easily have
been his maiden win at the Northern Irish
International road racing circuit. He and then
team-mate Bruce Anstey were disputing the
lead throughout, but tripped each other up into
the final Juniper Hill chicane, ironically offering
Alastair Seeley the chance to grab his maiden
NW200 win. Seeley went on to join TAS Racing
in 2009, winning the British, National 1000cc
Superstock series on a Relentless Suzuki and
now boasts the most wins at the International
North West 200. 16 of his 24 wins coming on
TAS Racing prepared machinery.
Cameron’s win at the Isle of Man TT on the
GSX-R1000 Suzuki in the Superstock class
was his second of the week in 2008 for
TAS Racing. They would turn out to be the
Australian’s only TT career victories despite
securing a total of 10 podiums at the worldrenowned event during his 11-year tenure.
Cameron won by 15.07sec and set the fastest
lap of the 2008 Superstock TT race with a
speed of 127.544mph.

// SPECIFICATION
RIDER

Cameron Donald [Aus]
SPECIFICATION:

Superstock
BHP:

188 [Leo Vince bespoke exhaust]
TYRES:

Metzeler
SUSPENSION:

K-Tech front and Showa rear
MAIN SPONSORS:

Relentless
Beacon Security
Putoline Oil
Pirelli
RESULTS HIGHLIGHTS:

2008 International North West 200
Superstock Race: third place
2008 Isle of Man TT
Superstock Race: winner
2008 Ulster Grand Prix: rained off

// 20 Years of TAS Racing – History Bikes Part 1

2009

GSX-R1000 Suzuki

2

009 was without doubt the year of the
Wee Wizard. The diminutive Ulsterman
was the dominant force in British
Championship’s National 1000cc Superstock
class with TAS Racing [Relentless Suzuki]. Nine
wins from the opening nine races without reply
was enough for Seeley to take the title; then be
rewarded with a ride in the BSB Superbike [Evo]
class with TAS Racing for the final two rounds.
The North West 200 was also the year of the
Wee Wizard in the Superstock class, but a
new first for the event was the sight of three
bikes from one team filling the front row grid
positions: the Relentless Suzuki’s of Seeley,
Cameron Donald and Bruce Anstey. It really
was a sight to behold with Seeley going on to
take the win in difficult condition over just two
laps from wet-weather road racing specialist
Ryan Farquhar and Scottish ace Keith Amor in

third. Seeley completed the set with a race lap
record, making his first year with TAS Racing at
the NW200 all the more memorable aboard the
GSX-R1000. Alastair won by 0.899sec and set
the fastest lap of the race at 120.872mph.
When he returned to British championship
action at the end of May, the Northern Irishman,
as previously mentioned, remained totally
dominant in the class. His nine wins came from
six pole positions, the remaining top steps also
products of front row starts, with seven fastest
laps capping his prolific season in some style.

RIGHT
Alastair Seeley was virtually unbeatable in 2009
aboard the Relentless Suzuki GSX-R1000
Superstock machine

// SPECIFICATION
RIDER

Alastair Seeley [NIR]
SPECIFICATION:

Superstock
BHP:

187 [Leo Vince bespoke exhaust system]
TYRES:

Metzeler
SUSPENSION:

K-Tech front & Öhlins/Showa rear

MAIN SPONSORS:

Suzuki
Relentless
Beacon Security
Motul
RESULT HIGHLIGHTS:

2009 International North West 200
Superstock Race: winner
2009 British, National 1000cc
Superstock Championship: winner

Philip Neill – Team Principal:
The start of our relationship with Alastair came about by complete chance and if I’m honest,
the decision did stretch our resources somewhat at the time. During a test day at Kirkistown
I received a phone call to suggest Alastair was about to part with his current team, and would
be in need of a machine to complete the season. After a short phone call to long time friend and sponsor
[Beacon Security at the time] Ian Glen, we decided to ‘go for it’ with some additional financial support
from Ian, to support the already ‘stretched’ resources. Anyway the rest as they say is history and we went
on to win the British National 1000cc Superstock title together and a fantastic TAS debut NW200 win
after the momentous achievement in qualifying. Alastair also qualified the Superstock bike on the front
row [P3] of the Superbike class, behind Anstey and McGuinness, but never got to race as it was called off
due to the weather. It’s fair to say it was the correct decision to offer Alastair a place at TAS Racing and
testament to the support we have enjoyed from Ian and various others throughout the past 20 years.

// 20 Years of TAS Racing – History Bikes Part 1

2011

GSX-R1000 [L1] Suzuki

G

uy made a rare appearance at an early
season BSB event at Brands Hatch
in preparation for the 2011 season,
despite circuit racing no longer being an
enjoyable experience for him.
There was no Superstock race at the
International North West 200 in 2011, only the
Supersport race where Guy finished eighth.
The rest of the day was wiped out by rain, an
oil spill and a bomb scare!
At the Isle of Man TT Guy secured a fine third
place in the Royal London 360 Superstock race
behind Michael Dunlop and John McGuinness
with an average speed of 126.452mph. Guy
led Dunlop by 1.69sec at the end of lap 1 and
his fastest lap came on lap 4, 128.543mph.
He was 4.27sec behind McGuinness at the
chequered flag.

His final appearance on this machine was an
exciting opening race at the Ulster Grand Prix.
Having qualified on the front row in second
place, he led the early part of the race before
finishing a close second to Michael Dunlop
after a titanic battle. Such was the pace of
Dunlop and Martin, third placed man Gary
Johnson was some 11 seconds adrift in
the final podium spot. Guy’s fastest lap was
127.693mph, only bettered by race winner
Dunlop. Guy finished just 1.77sec behind
Dunlop.

RIGHT
Guy finished third on the Relentless Suzuki
GSX-R1000 Superstock machine at the 2011
Isle of Man TT

// SPECIFICATION
RIDER

Guy Martin [Eng]
SPECIFICATION:

Superstock
BHP:

188 [Leo Vince bespoke exhaust system]
TYRES:

Metzeler tyres
SUSPENSION:

K-Tech front & Showa Rear

MAIN SPONSORS:

Relentless Energy
WORX Power Tools
Beacon Security
Red Torpedo
RESULT HIGHLIGHTS:

2011 Isle of Man TT Superstock Race:
third place
2011 Ulster Grand Prix Superstock Race:
second place

Philip Neill – Team Principal:
This was Guy’s first year with TAS Racing [Relentless Suzuki] and the
GSX-R1000 was now into the third year of the new model. At that
point we had developed a good understanding of the bike and were
working hard to overcome a slight brake-horsepower [BHP] deficit and top
speed to some of our rival manufacturers. This model was smaller and lighter
with more advanced electronics, but the change to a short-stroke, produced a
higher revving but slightly less powerful engine – meaning the GSX-R was not
the class leading package.
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